
MONDAY MORNING UPDATE

Presbytery of San Gabriel

9723 Garibaldi Avenue, Temple City, CA 91780
Phone:  626.614.5964  Fax:  626.226.5767

Monday, September 2, 2019

IN THIS ISSUE
A MESSAGE FROM OUR MISSION ADVOCATE, WENDY GIST
GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONER NOMINATION FORM
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY - PRESBYTERY ADMINISTRATOR
MONTE VISTA GROVE RESIDENT, MERILIE ROBERTSON RECEIVES AWARD
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY REFUGEE CHILDREN CENTER - SCHOOL KITS, THANK YOU
ORDINATION EXAM READERS
CHANGING WINE INTO WATER
CHURCH RECORD REVIEW
BOUNDARY TRAINING OFFERED IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES
2019-2021 BOOK OF ORDER
GRATEFUL STEWARDSHIP
2019 PRESBYTERY MEETINGS
2019 PRESBYTERY MINIMUMS

Quick Links
www.sangabpres.org
www.synod.org
www.pcusa.org
www.pensions.org
 

ON THE CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Tuesday, September 2 - Commission on Preparation for Ministry 5:30 at Community, San
Marino

PLEASE REMEMBER

Please remember Westminster Presbyterian Church of Pasadena in the Prayers of the People
in your worship service on Sunday, September 6, 2019

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MISSION ADVOCATE, WENDY GIST
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I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. John 13:34
 

God calls us to love one another, and while sometimes this commandment leads us to do good things for others,

at other times it leads us to do good things in partnership with others. This is a constant issue we struggle with in

the broad area of mission - doing for or doing with. While I believe that there is a place and actually a need for

both, I tend to gravitate toward opportunities that would fall under the "doing with" heading as that can lead to

empowerment and self-sufficiency of the individuals or groups we are working alongside.

The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People (SDOP) is a perfect example of an

empowerment model. SDOP makes it possible for us to financially support the programs or projects of

disadvantaged communities through grants. This may sound very familiar - grants for programs or projects in

disadvantaged communities. But, SDOP grants come with criteria unlike most other grant programs we may be

familiar with. First, the project must be presented, owned, and controlled by the group of disadvantaged people

who will benefit from it. This first criteria makes it impossible for the project to be one where some group is "doing

for" others. Second, the project needs to address a long-term correction of conditions that keep people bound by

poverty and oppression. This second criteria leads directly toward empowerment and self-sufficiency of

oppressed people. There are other criteria that include being sensitive to the environment; not advocating

violence; and describing, in detail, goals, objectives, the roles of direct beneficiaries, and the methods used to

achieve goals and objectives. However, the first two criteria are what set SDOP apart and make it harder to find

grant recipients sometimes.

The churches in our Presbytery have lots of good programs and connections to organizations with good programs

that help poor, oppressed, and marginalized people in our communities in a myriad of ways. We are very good at

"doing for" others and know of lots of organizations that run on that model. However, are you aware of groups in
your community that are working to lift themselves out of poverty and oppression and make their own
lives better? I would encourage all of us to open our eyes and ears and search out the groups of disadvantaged

people in our area that are working to empower themselves. They are both exciting and inspiring!

As a reminder, our Presbytery is part of a joint SDOP Committee with the Presbytery of San Fernando. This

committee has grant money available every year to support the work of groups that meet the SDOP criteria. If you

know of a community group that meets the SDOP criteria and has a project or program that could use some

financial assistance, please contact Wendy Gist at gist.wendy@gmail.com and visit

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/sdop/ for more information.
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San Gabriel Presbytery will be electing commissioners to the 224th General Assembly in
Baltimore at our November Presbytery Meeting.  If you are interested in serving as a
commissioner, please download the nomination form, complete it and return it by email as
indicated.

Click HERE to download the Nomination Form
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Employment Opportunity
Our Associate Stated Clerk/Administrator, Twila French is going part-time starting January 1, 2020, and she is
already getting her paperwork current in anticipation for training her successor. The hope would be for us to find a
new Administrator in time for that person to go through the preparation and work for the November presbytery
meeting, so we hope to review applications and interview folks soon. If you know of someone who is interested (or
if you are), please read the position description (Click  HERE to download a copy of the position description) and
send a resume to me at wendytajima@sangabpres.org by September 14th, which happens to be our next
Presbytery meeting.
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Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer

Click HERE to purchase tickets.
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Thank you!

During our Presbytery Service Day in June 40 school kits were assembled thanks to all your
donations. Kristi Van Nostran, our Immigrant Accompaniment Organizer, retained 10 school
kits for the students she is connected with that are being hosted in our area. The other 30 kits
and the remainder of the school supplies were donated to the San Fernando Valley Refugee
Children Center (SFVRCC) which is currently serving over 200 unaccompanied minors. Our
Presbytery has been connecting with and supporting the SFVRCC since 2016 when we
collected food and donated it to them for Thanksgiving baskets at our November 2016
Presbytery meeting.

Wendy Gist, our Mission Advocate, took the school kits and supplies to the SFVRCC just
before they held their annual Back to School event for the children they work with. The
SFVRCC staff was very appreciative and send their thanks to everyone in San Gabriel
Presbytery for the ongoing support of their ministry serving unaccompanied minors.

If you would like to connect with the SFVRCC, please contact Amanda Escobar Romero at
aeromero.sfvrcc@gmail.com or 818-400-2891.

OPENINGS FOR ORDINATION EXAM READERS
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OPENINGS FOR ORDINATION EXAM READERS

We are looking for two Teaching Elders and one Ruling Elder to read ordination exams during the week of
October 7-11, 2019. The process is now fully electronic so you can read the exams from the convenience of your
own personal computer and pace. Most people who have experienced this process find it to be interesting and
rewarding. Last year we were unable to fill these spots so I would love to see us fulfill our roster this year!  Please
send an email to presby@sangabpres.org if you're interested.
  
 
Peace,
Rev. Jan Cook
Moderator, Commission on Preparation for Ministry

Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer
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Church Record Review

The next Minute Review for clerks/pastors is scheduled for October 5th at 10:00 AM at
Calvary Presbyterian Church, South Pasadena

 
Boundary Training Offered in Multiple Languages

 
The Synod of Southern California and Hawaii has arranged with Dr. Kibbie Ruth to hold several trainings to
prevent sexual harassment and misconduct. The Commission on Ministry of San Gabriel Presbytery is requiring
that any new pastor, or any pastor who for whatever reason has not been to a recent training, attend one of these
trainings. In addition, the morning session of each day is designed to satisfy the new sexual harassment
prevention training requirement of the State of California for all employers with five or more employees (this
includes churches with staff of five or more).



includes churches with staff of five or more).
 
The training is $10 for the morning or $15 for the whole day (including lunch), and you have the choice of three
days and locations. Each training will begin at 9 am and end by 3 pm.

September 5 (Thursday), Union Church of Los Angeles, 401 E 3rd St., Los Angeles, CA 90013. Phone
(213) 629-3876. Translation will be provided for Spanish, Korean, Taiwanese, Mandarin, and Arabic
speakers.
September 6 (Friday), Shepherd's Grove Presbyterian Church, 4445 Alton Pkwy, Irvine, CA 92604. Phone
(949) 786-9627. Translation provided for Vietnamese, Korean, Taiwanese, and Indonesian speakers.
September 7 (Saturday), Emmanuel Presbyterian Church,588 Camino Manzanas, Thousand Oaks, CA
91360. Phone (805) 498-4502. Translation provided for Spanish and Korean speakers.

 
Anyone is welcome to attend the training, but it is mandatory for San Gabriel Presbytery minister members doing
public ministry who have not attended a recent training, and for the employees of any church with staff of five or
more who have not arranged for such training themselves.
 
Click here for more information and links to on-line registration for the trainings.

Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer.
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The PDF of the 2019-2021 Book of Order is now available.  Click HERE to download a copy

Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer
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2019 Presbytery Meetings

September 14, 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon @ Puente de Esperanza, La Puente
 November 19, 7:00 - 9:00 PM (Tuesday evening) @ Trinity, Pasadena

 

2019 Presbytery Minimums

 
Pastor's Minimum Salary: $55,840
Travel/Professional Expense Reimbursement: $2,645
Study Leave: $985

2019 Mileage Reimbursement Rates:

 Business .58 cents per mile               Charitable 14 cents per mile
                           

EVENTS OF  INTEREST

Fall Festival 2019, First Presbyterian Church 
2775 Lincoln Avenue, Altadena. 
September 21, 3-8 pm
Food, fun, fellowship, taiko drumming, music, raffle, arts and crafts. 4:30 pm presentation on "A Yonsei
Response to America's Concentration Camps and the Issue of Nuclear Proliferation"

STEWARDSHIP KALEIDOSCOPE
The Pulse of Generosity- Vital Signs of a Healthy Stewardship



The Pulse of Generosity- Vital Signs of a Healthy Stewardship
September 30 - October 2, 2019
Catamaran Resort - San Diego
For more information and to register, visit www.stewardshipkaleidoscope.org

Church Record Review
The next Minute Review for clerks/pastors is scheduled for October 5th at 10:00 AM at
Calvary Presbyterian Church, South Pasadena

Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network 
National Conference
October 15-18
Laws Lodge, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

for more information contact Pat Baker at pat@sapctucker.org or 678-438-3673
Or visit https://www.poamn.org/

Save the Date
The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Women in the Presbyterian Church (USA), Inc. just cast a unanimous
vote for the 2021 Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian Women!
August 5-8, 2021 - St Louis, MO
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