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PLEASE REMEMBER

Please remember Mideast Evangelical Church of Temple City in the Prayers of
the People in your worship service on Sunday, February 3, 2019

ON THE CALENDAR
Saturday, Feb. 2 - Winterfest at Knox Presbyterian Church, Pasadena
Sunday, Feb. 3 - Souper Bowl of Caring, find resources at Souper Bowl 

Feb. 4-13 - Living Waters for the World team members Rev. Rob Crowell, Wendy
Gist, and Pat Martinez-Miller will be in Peru. Please keep them in your prayers.

A REFLECTION  FROM OUR EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER, 
WENDY TAJIMA

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
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Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation.           - 2 Corinthians 5.14-18
 
 
I remember several years ago the first time I felt old. I was at a coffee shop, and saw a large
number of young people gathering. This was in Los Altos, in the northern end of Silicon Valley, a
very high-rent district. The young people were Caucasian, not making trouble, but they were all
dressed in black leather and spikes, their hair stringy and unkempt. I watched them carefully and
realized that if they got rid of all the Goth makeup and cleaned up a little, they would be very
attractive young people. Why were they purposefully making themselves look so ugly?
 
That's when I realized I was old-that generation's idea of beauty and style was so alien to me that I
could not understand or accept their choices, and I withheld my positive evaluation of their lifestyle
until they conformed to my values. As I look back, I can add that of course they couldn't care less
what I thought-they were living their lives fine without my acceptance.
 
I think this is happening in our church. A growing number of people live not attending church, and
we churchgoers, who like church the way it has been, keep wondering when those young or new
people will wake up and come back to us. But the young people now-who, by the way, are starting
to outnumber us Baby Boomers-never went to church, so they aren't coming back at all. For them,
to step into our churches is to step into foreign territory.
 
Now we assume that the way church worked for us should work for everyone else, and so we keep
waiting for the day when the world will come back to what is now foreign land. We are like
American tourists speaking English in France-perhaps if we just talk louder and slower, they'll get it.
But the reality is, French speakers in their homeland don't appreciate being yelled at in a foreign
language. We church goers are no longer the norm; we are the minority, so we can't assume
people need to learn our language.
 
This is really painful for many of us, because we just can't understand how something as precious
and life-giving as our church might not be the same for those who live outside our church.
Everywhere I've gone, people say that if they can just keep doing church the way they do it, the
world will wake up and come to them. I remember 15 years ago in Hawaii, with native Hawaiian
elders who spoke passionately about reaching out to their young people. They knew that if they
could reach them and make them memorize the Ten Commandments, they'd stop taking drugs.
Some of us remember the best moments of our youth group and think if we repeat the activities of
our youth group days, young people will swarm into the church.
 
But we are getting tactics confused with the essence of our faith. There is no one path towards
salvation; we come to know God in different ways; that's why there are so many Christian faith
traditions. It's not that we should keep trying to find the one way that everyone should follow; it's that
we take different paths to find God. Now of course we Presbyterians have our own ways-we learn
about God, and about Jesus Christ, by trusting what the Bible tells us; we tend to grow our faith
through learned preaching rather than through ecstatic spiritual experience; we would prefer living
out our faith in the world rather than shutting ourselves away from it.

But that doesn't mean we have to stick to all our practices. Indeed, if we prioritize the Bible's
teaching, then we have to consider the repeated messages that in Christ, all is made new. We as
followers of Christ are not called to stay still and preserve our traditions, we are called to allow lives
to be changed not in our image but in Christ's-and we have to remember that Jesus Christ's way
often offended the church leaders of his day.
 
So what do we do? Do we hold on to what we have, waiting for the world to come to their senses
and come back to us? Or do we throw out everything that has been precious to us?
 



We have to be gentle with ourselves and with others. We appreciate that when everything changes
around us, the comfort we received from familiarity is being replaced with an unknowable future.
This is true in our nation and in our church. But just as we live into that future, we come to realize
that it's survivable, even kind of exciting, and question those who yearn to Make America Great
Again. My prayer is that as we live into the future church, we don't yearn to Make Our Church Great
Again, but instead remember that our comfort, our confidence, our strength, our very future comes
in Jesus Christ, not in the traditions we have developed to worship Christ, or even in the people
who learned about Christ with us.
 
And again, let us have the mind of Christ as we care for each other as we live into this strange
future. Who knows? God may bless us in ways we could not anticipate. This is coming true at West
Covina, where the session and congregation chose to become a fellowship of the Presbytery,
giving up their own control of their ministry and their property. After six months of letting go and
struggling through the transition of this unknown territory (because there isn't really precedent for a
chartered congregation to go back to fellowship status), West Covina is ready to receive Mary
Ellen Azada and Jennifer Ackerman as their new co-pastors. Who would've thunk-two gifted,
vibrant and experienced pastoral leaders coming after the people effectively closed their church.
  
As we look ahead to the future, we know that change can be painful and jarring. Some change is
temporary, as we learn new behaviors and let go of what we know and love. Even if the ultimate
outcome is better, the transition is uncertain and sometimes even violent. As we hear of the turmoil
in Venezuela, as we pray for a more peaceable and just future for that nation, we also pray for our
brother Ricardo Moreno, who has lived for the last two years under unjust accusations and has had
to report to court on a monthly basis. He has yet another hearing this January 30th, where he may
be brought to trial or exonerated. Let us pray that he is freed, that he may commit all his energies to
the ministry of reconciliation to which he has been called. Ricardo is thankful for all prayers and
offers of help, especially from Pasadena Presbyterian Church, where he served as CRE pastor for
the Spanish Language Ministry. We thank God for keeping him safe but also pray for his freedom,
and the resources for his life and future ministry.
 
Finally, remember two great events coming up in February-WinterFest this Saturday, and the
conference on Peacemaking called "Peace-ing It Together." Scroll down for more information on
these events being hosted by our own Presbytery. As we meet together, and worship, and learn,
may we feel the upbuilding of the kingdom in our midst.
 
Peace,
Wendy

Winterfest 2019: Mobilizing the Church to Serve

The San Gabriel Presbytery's Annual Winterfest will be hosted at Northminster
Presbyterian Church in Diamond Bar on February 2, 2019. This year's theme
is Mobilizing the Church to Serve. We are eager to welcome Rev. Alexia
Salvatierra as our plenary speaker. This year's workshops will focus on mobilizing



our churches to serve in our local community and beyond in addition to providing
training for elders, deacons, and clerks of Session.  All members of your church
are encouraged to attend! 

The cost is $10.  All churches who register five or more participants in
Winterfest will receive a free resource bundle as well a sixth registration
for free. 

Register at:  https://knoxpresbyterian.breezechms.com/form/Winterfest2019

Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer.
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Save the Dates: Pray for Students on February 14 & 17



On February 14, 2018, a former student entered the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida with an AR-15-style semi-automatic weapon. In 7 minutes he killed 17
students and adults. In February of 1893, Presbyterians first participated in the Universal
Day of Prayer for Students, lifting to God the lives of children, teenagers and young adults.
In February of 2019, these two anniversaries coincide in a way that calls the church to take
seriously the steps needed to protect students and all of us from the crisis of gun violence
in our nation.

Download the Worship-Action Kit for Feb. 17

The Peace-ing It Together conference is coming up on Feb. 23 at Knox
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena. The planners are very excited about the day
and hope you will be able to recruit people from your church and wider
community to come! Please post the flyer, forward it, and get the word out. We
hope to have a large group in attendance.

Thanks for letting others know about this exciting and important event! We hope
to see you on Feb. 23rd.

Blessings,

Wendy Gist
Mission Advocate for Hunger, Poverty, and Peacemaking Issues
Presbytery of San Gabriel

Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer
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Click HERE to download a copy of the flyer
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Resources from the Presbyterian Hunger Program for Lent and beyond

Tread Lightly for Lent - 2019 Daily Reflection-Action Calendar can be found HERE
 
Promote Eco-Palms - find information, resources, and order palm fronds at Eco-Palms 
 
Promote One Great Hour of Sharing - information and resources at OGHS 
 
Considering Our Treasure: A Reflection on Embracing God's Economy
Dive deeper into Luke 12:34 as you use this resource for learning, reflection, study, and action.
Consider (alone or with a group) God's economy, where your treasure is and where it is being
spent, and how your resources reflect God's love for creation.
Find the downloadable resource HERE
 
PowerPoints (Info about PHP's work, Hunger Action Congregations, Earth Care
Congregations, and more) are available at PHP PowerPoints 

2019 Presbytery Meetings

January 15, 7:00-8:30 PM @ Knox, Pasadena (Tuesday evening)
 April 6, 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon @ Divine Light, El Monte
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 June 8, 9:00 AM - Work Day @ West Covina Ministry Center
September 14, 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon @ Puente de Esperanza, La Puente
 November 19, 7:00 - 9:00 PM (Tuesday evening)

 

2019 Presbytery Minimums

 
Pastor's Minimum Salary: $55,840
Travel/Professional Expense Reimbursement: $2,645
Study Leave: $985

2019 Mileage Reimbursement Rates:

 Business .58 cents per mile               Charitable 14 cents per mile
                           

Quick Links

www.sangabpres.org
www.synod.org 
www.pcusa.org
www.pensions.org
 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Trinity Presbyterian Church is seeking to hire a part-time (5-10 hours
per week) Music Director.  
Responsibilities include playing and conducting the music for Sunday worship services and
rehearsing and directing the adult choir at weekly rehearsals.
Click HERE to download a copy of the complete job description.
Contact - Trinity Presbyterian Church of Pasadena - 626 351-8823

Claremont Presbyterian Church
Facilities Manager
Part-time Exempt
Basic  Function - Under the direction of the Head of Staff, provide overall supervision of the
maintenance and up-keep of all church facilities.
Click HERE to download a copy of the complete job description.
Contact - Claremont Presbyterian Church 909 624-9693

Intern for Children:  Music and Arts

Claremont Presbyterian Church is hiring an Intern for Children: Music and Arts.  This is a paid
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internship that amounts to 2-5 hours per week.
Click HERE to download a copy of the complete job description.

OUTREACH DIRECTOR (full-time) | POMONA HOPE

Pomona Hope is a community-driven, faith-based, non-profit organization in the city of Pomona
that works particularly with at-risk youth and their families to work together toward personal and
community transformation. Pomona Hope hosts an After School Program for K-12 students, a
Summer Enrichment program as well as parenting classes. The Outreach Director is a full-time
salaried position, applicants must be bilingual in Spanish and English. Responsibilities include
directing and overseeing all volunteer and intern recruitment and retention and developing all
aspects of parent outreach. Please click the link 
HERE for a full job description (position opening in March 2019).

SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM (Undergraduate) | POMONA HOPE

Pomona Hope's 10-week summer internship is an opportunity for undergraduate students to
participate in urban ministry and gain professional experience while working with K-12 youth in
the city of Pomona. Summer Interns live together on-site to develop relationships with each
other and their immediate neighborhood. Interns facilitate Summer Enrichment with Pomona
Hope, a 5-week program for K-12 students, by teaching daily workshops, planning field trips
and mentoring High School volunteers. Interns also partner closely with First Presbyterian
Church of Pomona's weekly youth ministry and annual Vacation Bible School. Learn more
about Pomona Hope and find a full internship description and application HERE . Applications
due January 30, 2019!

ITEMS OF 
INTEREST

Winter Camp for Jr. High and High School Students
Big Bear Conference Center
March 22-24
Register by March 7th at www.bblccc.com

Presbyterian Youth Triennium
"Here's My Heart"
July 16-20 2019
Perdue University, West Lafayette, IN
Registration will open in late 2018 and conclude in May 2019
Visit www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org
 for more information.
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