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PLEASE REMEMBER
Please remember La Verne Heights Presbyterian Church of La Verne in the Prayers of
the People in your worship service on Sunday, September 16, 2018.

ON THE CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Wednesday, September 12 - Education Committee 3:30 at Fuller Seminary
Saturday, September 15 - Presbytery Meeting - 8:30 Registration - 9:00 Meeting at
Calvary, South Pasadena

Presbytery Meeting Packet
Due to a number of additions and revisions, we will be sending out a
revised version of the Saturday, September 15th Presbytery Packet
later today.
The meeting will be held at Calvary Presbyterian Church, Pasadena.
Registration 8:30 am, meeting 9:00 am.

A REFLECTION FROM OUR EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER,
WENDY TAJIMA
Just then some men came, carrying a paralyzed man on a bed. They were trying to bring
him in and lay him before Jesus. - Luke 5:18

September 10, 2018: The Healing Church
This weekend has been one of those deep dives into the rich community of Christ's
church. On Friday, I was blessed to be included in a dinner of the two sister churches
who share our new facility in Temple City, Mideast Evangelical Church and Grace
Taiwanese Presbyterian Church. On Saturday I witnessed a heartfelt farewell for Rev.
Nancy Moore, who returned to "retirement" after eight wonderful years at Shepherd of the
Valley Presbyterian Church. (I also went to a choir rehearsal for a concert of "Gloria"
movements from various choral masses, which has become my personal source of
energy and joy.) And on Sunday I attended a congregational meeting at a church in the
midst of a critical time of transition, with all the uncertainty, grieving, and hope that
accompanies significant change, even faithful and positive change.
During the weekend, I remembered one important aspect of Christian community-that the
joys of some can encourage others who are struggling, and that the love and power of
many can join together to bring a friend to the healing power of Jesus Christ. Even in the
interviews leading up to this Saturday's celebration of several new partners in ministry
joining San Gabriel Presbytery, stories were shared of ways that a church, a pastor, or
even a presbytery committee was able to say to someone in doubt or despair, "We see
God's call in you, even if you can't right now." And as I heard one church in celebration
and confidence recall a time when they were at the brink of breaking apart, I could take
hope to other churches in the midst of conflict with proof that healing and renewed
ministry is possible. I have also been hearing the good news of welcome and care that
our churches are showing to each other, as some of our church families are visiting other
churches as a possible future home.
But being community isn't just about providing encouragement and positive challenges to
despair. At the dinner between Mideast Evangelical and Grace Taiwanese, we recalled
amazing images from the turbulent times of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt in early
2011, when Christians were being persecuted-and a group of Muslim neighbors
encircled a Christian worship service to protect them. People of faith can follow their
teachings to honor all life, whether or not we are in agreement.

In turn, Egyptian Christians did the same for Muslims in prayer; we must remember that
the people most likely to be hurt in violence in the Middle East are Muslim.

In addition to mutual encouragement, teaching, and solidarity, many Christians will attest
to the power of prayer in their healing. This was quite evident this weekend, as
individuals recounted answered prayers, and ongoing prayers for individuals and
families facing cancer, marital trouble, and grief, among so many other things that hurt
us. I am encouraged by this, because sometimes I have feared that the mainline
churches have become so rationalistic that we no longer believe that God has the power
to heal, only doctors do.
So I am glad to hear many stories of answered prayers for healing, even as I consider
the mystery of prayer. For instance, we Presbyterians believe that nothing is unknown to
God or more powerful than God's power to heal. And yet, Jesus tells us to pray. If God's
will and knowledge and power are supreme, what difference does it make whether we
pray? I have no answer for this, except that throughout the Bible, we are told that God
wants us to lift up our joys, our concerns, our thanks, for ourselves and for others. And so
we pray.
The gospel story of healing in Luke 5:17-26 is a wonderful lesson about Christian
community. The paralyzed man's friends demonstrate prayer not only in word but also in
action, or "prayer with legs." We can bring our friends to God with spoken (or unspoken)
prayer, and we can also do for others what they cannot do for themselves. As a
presbytery, we have the opportunity to do the same for our partner churches. We can
pray for each other, as we do with our weekly prayer calendar. We can help each other
with words of encouragement, or by coming to each other's special services (such as the
ordinations and installations scheduled for this fall). And we can pray with action, by
giving financial support to church mission projects or just to help a church keep its doors
open. To a great extent, your support of the presbytery is your support of other churches,
as most of the presbytery's work is helping churches during pastoral transitions, or when
facing severe challenges, or when they are embarking on a major new visioning process
or mission initiative.
When Jesus heals people, he often says "your faith has made you well." In today's story,
Jesus acts when he sees the faith of the man's friends. I love that even if we are unable to
help ourselves, even to go to God in prayer for ourselves, God in Jesus Christ
recognizes the faith of others to intervene on our behalf. This is the mystery of prayer, and
of the community of faith. As powerful as God is, God looks to us to lift up each other in
prayer, and in action. May we do this every day, within our churches, and within our
presbytery, that we may continue to grow in strength to share Christ's healing power with
a hurting world.

I do pray that you will be able to attend this Saturday's presbytery meeting, as one small
step in praying together with and for our churches and their new pastors. We have so
many people to consider that some examinations (Stephanie Kang and Steve Wiebe)
are happening under the CPM report starting around 9:30, then COM's report will begin
with Stephanie (chaplaincy and First Altadena), Steve (Pasadena), Brian GaetaSymonds (Claremont), and First Pomona's innovative idea to become a joint witness.
COM will return later in the meeting, starting around 11:30, to examine Deidra Goulding
for ordination and to consider the transfers and calls of Tod Bolsinger (Fuller Seminary),
Ralph Su (Good Shepherd), and Jessica Vaughan Lower (San Marino Community).
Later today we will send an amended Presbytery packet to all presbytery
commissioners, to include all these good folk.
May we be even stronger partners in ministry as Christ has called us together, for the
sake of San Gabriel Valley, and for each other. See you Saturday.
Praying for healing and peace,
Wendy

BOARD OF PENSIONS UPDATE
Read the September Board Connections!

Annual enrollment starts next month
Your chance to elect, or make changes to, your benefits coverage for 2019 is
October 29 through November 16. Learn how to get ready for annual enrollment.
Education for all
The Board of Pensions encourages and supports lifelong learning to promote
spiritual, health, financial, and vocational well-being. Read more about our
comprehensive offerings.
Retirement readiness starts now
Will you be financially prepared when it's time to retire? Here are some steps you
can take now to prepare.

Get help with work, life, and everything in between
Need to locate before- or after-school care this fall? The Employee Assistance
Program (EAP) can help. Find out what other challenges the EAP can help you
manage.
Earn your reduced deductible now
Only two months left to answer the Call to Health and earn reduced medical
deductibles in 2019. Check out the new challenges.

Seminarians: Last call for healthcare enrollment
Inquirers and candidates for ordination in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have
until September 15 to elect healthcare coverage in either the PPO or the
EPO. Read more about eligibility and costs.

Review your Employer Agreement on Benefits Connect
Employers and congregations: Log on to Benefits Connect to review, update, and
submit Employer Agreements for 2019, due October 12. See details.

2018 REVIEW OF RECORDS
Saturday, October 13, 2018 at New Hope Presbyterian Church, Pasadena

2018 Presbytery Meetings
September 15, 2018 @ Calvary Presbyterian Church, South Pasadena
November 10, 2018 @ First Thai Presbyterian Church, Covina

2018 Presbyery Minimums

Pastor's Miminum Salary: $53,745
Travel/Professional Expense Reimbursement: $2,550
Study Leave: $950
2018 Mileage Reimbursement Rates:
Ministry .545 cents per mile
Business .545 cents per mile

Charitable 14 cents per mile

Quick Links
www.sangabpres.org
www.synod.org
www.pcusa.org
www.pensions.org

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Church Administrator
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Avenue, Pasadena, is seeking
an individual to be responsible for efficiently administering the office operations in
order to provide a welcoming and well run church, for church members, staff and
visitors. This position has responsibility for facilities operations, maintaining the
church calendar, scheduling events and the use of church space. He/she will work
closely with the accountant to ensure that financial statements are accurate and
timely. The person in this position will also assist the Personnel Committee in Human
Resource matters.
Qualifications include:
3-5 years of supervisory experience including experience in the area of
accounting and administration;
Experience working in a non-profit organization, preferably a church;
Strong working knowledge of office computer systems: Outlook, Excel, Word,
PowerPoint, church accounting software, database software and willingness to
learn new systems.
Compensation: $42,500 - $47,500 based on experience and ability with medical
coverage included.

To apply: Submit resume, and cover letter in pdf format to the attention of the
Personnel Committee at admin@wpcpas.org. Please go to our website:
www.wpcpas.org
for a detailed job description. Applications will be received until the position is filled.
Emmanuel Hispanic Presbyterian Church
1111 No. Mountain Ave., Claremont, CA, 91711 is looking for a Temporary pastor,
or Student Pastor , half time, who would like to offer his or her leadership in the work
and growth of our ministry to the hispanic people in the area where we are located.
The position requires preaching on Sunday morning, conducting a Bible study every
Friday evening, some visitation, and cooperating with other activities of the church.
Salary according to experience and preparation.
Please send your resumé to Zoila A. García, Emmanuel Hispanic Presbyterian
Church, 1111 No. Mountain Ave,. Claremont, CA 91711. Or to
iglesiapresbyterianemmanuel@gmail.com

ITEMS OF
INTEREST
Stewardship Kaleidoscope
September 24-26, 2018- St. Louis, MO
Register Here
What: Monte Vista Grove Homes Community-wide Fall
Event Includes a pancake breakfast, plant and used furniture, clothes,
books, odd n' ends sale. Featuring live entertainment, a silent auction,
and fun for kids!
When: October 6, 8-11am*
*Stores stay open until 12pm
Where: 2889 San Pasqual St. Pasadena, CA 91107
Why: To support Monte Vista Grove Homes in providing holistic,
compassionate and loving Independent Living Care for retired
ministers and missionaries who have served the Presbyterian Church
U.S.A. for 20 years or more. Funds raised will also support the
community-at-large in Assisted Living, Memory Care, and Skilled
Nursing facilities
Save the Date - La Casa's Annual Fundraising Dinner
Thursday, October 11, 2018 6 P.M.
LA/San Gabriel Hilton

Pilgrim Place 70th Annual Festival
625 Mayflower Rd., Claremont
Friday and Saturday, November 9 & 10
10 am to 4 pm
Free Admission - Music - Food
Visit www.pilgrimplace.org for more information.
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